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CREATING OPPORTUNITIES

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Gigi Thiele, 
Principal

Term Three has been very productive. You will read about so many inspiring activities in this 
newsletter. The Outdoor Education expedition is underway as I write – they are sailing in 
Busselton, having trained at South Perth Yacht Club during the year. I always enjoy visiting the 
group on expedition. It is warming to see the group gel as a team and work together in unity, 
according each other respect and honour as each one rises to his or her potential. Isn’t that 
how we all like to operate? Using our strengths to help the team function, grow and fulfil its true 
capacity.

That’s one of the goals we have at the Communicare Academy. That each person finds his or her 
talent and passion, and uses education and qualifications to enter that space.

You would all be aware by now that I have resigned as Principal of the Communicare Academy 
and my last day will be Friday 15 December 2017. It has been an absolute pleasure to serve as 
the founding Principal of this amazing school. What we do here is exceptional and I know that the 
Communicare Academy will continue to grow and develop and influence lives. I know the team 
will continue to work for the betterment of the school and that the incoming Principal will find the 
school ready to go to the next level in expertise, and education and wellbeing delivery. If I don’t 
see you at our P & F functions later this year, I hope I will have the opportunity to see you at our 
Presentation Ceremony on Thursday 14 December at 10.00am.

Term 3 2017
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Rebekah Jenner

In Health this term, upper school students have learned about healthy 
relationships, while lower school students have designed and created 
mini-health campaigns. 

Upper school students have focused on learning how to identify 
whether their relationships are healthy, and how to make them healthy. 
This has created fantastic discussions in the classroom as students 
have shared their lives with one another. 

Topics covered have also included; choosing supportive friends, 
romantic relationships, domestic violence and reasons for relationship 
breakdowns. We have considered real life scenarios and how we can 
apply techniques to strengthen our existing and future relationships. 

The mini-health campaigns aimed to promote healthy behaviours 
among teenagers in Perth. Students were given the option to choose 
from three topics: healthy eating, physical activity or positive mental 
health. They could choose from a wide variety of ways to present their 
campaign: poster, flyer, pamphlet, slide show presentation, video or 
radio advertisement. Students researched the topic they chose and 
gathered evidence to support their proposal for the changes needed 
by Perth teenagers. Students have worked hard and presented 
compelling campaigns, well done!

Physical Education this term has seen students engage in activities 
including basketball, badminton and table tennis. Students have 
participated exceptionally well in these activities, learning different 
skills, and demonstrating positive sportsmanship to others. Each 
lesson students have demonstrated growing interpersonal skills which 
is one of the major goals of Physical Education, as well as fitness! Well 
done to students who gave their best each lesson!

Ready for MacBeth at the Octagon Theatre.

Taking in all the sites during the UWA campus tour.

DRAMA EXCURSION 
- BELL SHAKESPEARE’S MACBETH AT UWA - Sean Burke

On Wednesday 30 August some of the senior students travelled 
with Marty and Sean to the University of Western Australia to see 
Bell Shakespeare’s MacBeth at the Octagon.  We left at 9am sharp, 
were greeted at the theatre by the usher from Bell Shakespeare and 
were seated in good time. Three of the students had been present 
the previous year for A Midsummer Night’s Dream, but for many 
students, it was their first time at a full length play, and their first 
Shakespeare.

Students seemed to enjoy the play and generally conducted 
themselves with grace.  It was a lively, energetic performance with 
some surprising modern additions and devices.

After the show, we went on a little tour of the campus, taking in the 
Arts Building, the odd peacock, and the Reid Library and ending up 
at the Refectory for lunch. Sean’s daughter, Genevieve, currently 
studying Arts, came by and said hello. Students commented on how 
beautiful the grounds were, describing it at one point as “like a zoo 
without animals”.

After feasting on chips and too much lovely fudge supplied by 
Crystal’s grandmother, we journeyed back to school in time to catch 
the last period. 

A worthwhile excursion which we will definitely look at offering to 
students again next year.



The students in action with Christophe, our guest chef for the day.

A beautifully plated result, a prawn, ribboned cucumber and dill 
mayonnaise open sandwich.

When visiting the Communicare Academy parking is available along the side of building on the left hand side of the 
driveway or along Moore Steet. Please be mindful that parking is not permitted at Kenwick Veterinary Hospital.

PARKING AT THE COMMUNICARE ACADEMY
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HOSPITALITY - Jane Robson

The students currently undertaking Certificate 1 in Hospitality Kitchen Operations have 
recently been under a huge amount pressure. It’s been exam time! 

For the unit Prepare and Make Sandwiches to be completed our students needed to test 
their knowledge and practical skills. We invited a guest chef – Christophe (He’s French) 
along to the Communicare Academy to quiz our students and observe their practical 
skills. Each student had to make six different types of sandwiches and as they were 
working Christophe pelted them with questions, the pressure was intense! 

Moira and I are very proud to say that our students passed with flying colours. The 
standard of the students’ work was high and their knowledge was also impressive. 

With exams out of the way for this term we are looking ahead to next term, when 
Christophe has agreed to come and work with our students to teach a masterclass. We 
can’t wait.

CURRICULUM CORNER -  Moira Fitzpatrick

Work experience can be very useful for students in exploring their 
post school options. The opportunity to observe and participate in 
real workplaces provides students with the chance to either confirm or 
rethink where they would like to focus their future training and career 
development. During the course of this term, two students have begun 
work experience in child care, another has been placed at Kenwick 
School and work experience in roof plumbing is being undertaken 
by another student. The Communicare Academy appreciates the 
opportunity provided by these businesses for our students to fully 
research their future vocational choices.

The Online Literacy and Numeracy test or OLNA is a multi-choice 
computer based test designed to assess students for a minimum 
standard required for higher education and the workforce. There are 
three different components of the OLNA test; Reading, Writing and 
Numeracy. Students experience the OLNA test for the first time in 
Year 10 and they are given two opportunities each year to achieve 
the standard (typically in March and September). Students who do 
not meet the standard in Year 10 will be allowed to make another two 
attempts at the test or tests required in Year 11 and a final two attempts 
in Year 12 (for a total of six attempts).  We wish our students who are 
currently undertaking OLNA all the very best.



Gigi as a baby back in England.

The aftermath of the swimming carnival bus trip of ‘72.

v
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Gigi is the first principal of the Communicare Academy. She lives with 
her husband, Rodney and their son, Steven.

Early Years 

Gigi was born in Stevenage, Hertfordshire in England and migrated to 
Australia when she was 3 years old. Her fourth birthday was celebrated 
on the boat, Gigi and her family arrived in Fremantle on the 8th of 
January. They left a very cold English winter and arrived in the middle 
of Australian summer – “you got it…I loved it!” Gigi remarks.

Gigi did grades one and two at Maddington Primary School, then 
moved to the country and went to Baker’s Hill Primary School and then 
Northam Senior High School.

In 1972, Gigi was travelling back from a swimming carnival in 
Wyalkatchem on a school bus and it caught fire. “It was pretty 
frightening – the emergency exit was used, the front windows blew 
out which caused a suction to draw the flames rapidly through the bus, 
giving us minutes to evacuate the bus. Everyone got out but there 
were some severe burns.” Gigi recalls the vivid memory of this day.

Gigi went to Secondary Teachers’ College, which has now transformed 
into Edith Cowan University.  At the end of her teacher training, she 
won a scholarship to study in France and spent a year in Besançon 
enrolled at la Faculté des Lettres Modernes. “I say enrolled, because 
I didn’t go very often…the students were on strike for 7 weeks, which 
was reminiscent of the revolution of 1968. It was a real hoot! I made 
some fabulous friends, really improved my French and I still visit 
people there when I go back to France.”

Meet a 
Staff Member
THE COMMUNICARE ACADEMY 
PRINCIPAL: GIGI THIELE
Interviewed by entire Journalism class 
and Teacher, Sean Burke
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Q&Atime
What was your first job?

At Woollies in Northam, I was also teaching swimming at the same 
time. My first teaching job was in French at Newton Moore SHS in 
Bunbury, where I taught for two years before being transferred to 
Duncraig SHS where I taught for 11 years, before becoming Head of 
Languages at Christ Church Grammar School.

Why did you start working at Communicare?

I was doing relief teaching at distance education at the time and 
applied for the position of Program Manager of Youth Services with 
Communicare. At that time, I had no idea that we would be setting up 
a school. It has been the best educational thing I’ve ever done and I 
count it a privilege and honour to have been entrusted with this task.

What is your favourite subject to teach?

Anything, as long as I have students in the space who are willing to 
give learning a go. I think I’m best at teaching French, as that’s my 
area of expertise and I love finding innovative teaching methods and 
making up learning tasks, but I really enjoyed teaching Science last 
term (don’t tell my husband that… he used to teach science and we’d 
playfully argue over which subject was more important to teach and of 
course, I won!).

What do you do in your spare time?

Spare time? What’s that? Since I finished my Master’s degree in July, 
I’ve noticed that I have some time to read novels, I love being with my 
family and cooking for them. I enjoy making friends and going for long 
walks or bike rides. I enjoy looking at the waves breaking on the beach. 
And I enjoy binge-watching series such as The West Wing, Spooks 
(MI5), 24, and Downton Abbey.

What challenges have you faced?

Interesting question. I’ve faced poverty, family violence and alcohol 
abuse in the family. I’ve also faced racism and bullying. 

My philosophy has become “What doesn’t kill 
you makes you stronger” and each difficult 
time takes time to heal and helps fashion my 
character and grow me as a person. 

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?

Not really sure. In 10 years’ time, I should be planning my retirement, although I don’t think I’ll be very 
good at that, as I can’t not go to work. I’d love to say I’ll be living in the south of France for 6 months 

of the year and then 6 months in Perth. 

Who do you admire?

I admire a lot of people. I admire the 
staff at the Academy for all that they do. 
I admire people who try just one more 
time. I admire people who are genuine 
and honest. I admire people who have 
overcome challenges in their lives.  

I believe we have a choice to remain a victim or be a victor. I also 
believe it takes time and support – it doesn’t happen overnight, but it 
does happen.



Sunset on the last night.

Bek and Cheyenne sailing.

The girls going for a spin on the powerboat. Rigging the sailing boats on shore.Campfire debrief.

We made it to Busselton Jetty!

Enjoying the sun and hands on learning. Making rockets. Ready for launch!
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
– SAILING CAMP - Rebekah Jenner

CREATE A CLASS 
– PREPARE FOR TAKE OFF - Matthew Borgward

On the 4th of September, seven of our Outdoor Education students went on a 4-day sailing camp to 
Busselton. We stayed at a beautiful campsite in Vasse, located 20 metres from the beach and enjoyed 
falling asleep to the sound of crashing waves. Both staff and students had an incredible time, built stronger 
bonds and ate extremely well all week! 

We were fortunate enough to have Chelsea from South of Perth Yacht Club with us who coached us while 
we were on the water. Our students performed exceptionally well while sailing, all gaining a qualification, 
Sailing 1, by the end of the week! Students and staff sailed from Geographe Bay Yacht Club to the 
Busselton Jetty, then south to a boat ramp and jetty where we stopped for lunch and a spot of fishing. 
Overall, we travelled approximately 25km. Day three, the weather was so sensational that there was no 
wind, so we needed a tow via the coach’s powerboat, daisy chained to one another. Some moments of 
utilising this skill were more interesting than others when we experienced our one and only Man Over 
Board (poor Gaige lost control of the rudder and landed gracefully in the drink!), but he was quick to swim 
back and climb aboard again.

I am so extremely proud of all our students who attended this camp. They contributed and participated 
exceptionally in all activities, even when we were eaten alive by mosquitoes!

I want to thank Dennis and Marty for all their efforts in the lead up and whilst on camp. Also, a huge thank 
you to Chelsea and South of Perth Yacht club for the 10 weeks of lessons in Term Two, and the 4-day 
camp. We are all looking forward to the next expedition with great anticipation. 

Create A Class have had to endure a challenging Term, with their 
teacher becoming a first time father which has thrown up a number of 
timetable changes. However the class has been able to ride the bumps 
and variations that Term Three has thrown at them and this really 
points to the increased maturity and development of all the students as 
the year has progressed. This ability to adapt to change is something 
that all the students should be very proud of. 

In Science classes this Term the emphasis has been towards hands-
on, practical, fun Science. The students are much more engaged if 
they can see, touch and feel what they are learning.  This has seen the 
students generate designs from following complex Lego instructions. 
They have learnt about the process of sublimation through conducting 
experiments with ‘Dry Ice.’ 

Lastly, the students have been researching the history of human 
spaceflight, rockets and space shuttles. During this time the class was 
split into two groups ‘Team Rocket’ and ‘The Big Bang Project’ where 
they had to assemble and launch their own rockets.  It was great to see 
positive teamwork on display, a solid work ethic and thorough planning 
which resulted in two successful shuttle launches. It has been really 
promising to witness an increase in the resilience and wellbeing of our 
younger students at the Communicare Academy and we look forward 
to seeing them finish off the year strongly.  



Girls group photo.

Shanae enjoying looking for clues. Students enjoyed finding gifts on their beds.

“We have so many needs in our life, but at the end of the day, all we need is... to be needed.”
– Unknown. 

PSYCHOLOGY QUOTE OF THE TERM: 
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WELLBEING PROGRAM 
– GIRLS’ ANNUAL SLEEPOVER - Laura Hannah

As part of the Wellbeing Program, the female students are given a 
number of personal challenges to complete at the start of the year.  
Some of these challenges can be done independently either at the 
school or at home, whilst some are required to take place within the 
school at specific times of the year.  

This term, the students were given the opportunity to complete their 
sleepover challenge.  The sleepover challenge is an opportunity to show 
independence whilst bonding with female peers within the school.  It is 
a chance to share and further build bonds amongst existing friendship 
circles. The night was filled with activities that focused on building 
friendships, developing self-esteem and making childhood memories.

The girls began the night with a scavenger/escape the room themed 
activity, requiring team building, problem solving and forward thinking.  
They engaged in classic party games that included pass the parcel, 
piñata and sardines (a variation on hide and seek). They ate yummy 
treats, watched movies in their own bean bag cinema and slept well in 
their own teepee covered beds.

All the girls who attended the sleepover appeared to have a fantastic 
time and have taken away their own memories from the night as well 
as finding and developing friendships.  It was a great success and we 
look forward to hosting the third annual girls’ sleepover in 2018.



The girls expressing their creativity and flare through fabulous eye makeup.
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WHITE RIBBON SCHOOL  - Rebecca Morse
In 2016 the Communicare Academy started the process of becoming 
a White Ribbon Accredited School by participating in the White Ribbon 
Schools Program.

In Australia 1.8 women die per week at the hands of a male partner or 
former partner and this far outweighs the number of males experiencing 
violence at the hands of female partners or ex partners, making this 
very much a gendered issue. Family and Domestic Violence (FDV) 
costs the Australian economy $14.4billion a year, women who 
experience FDV face increased health costs and children exposed to 
FDV experience learning, behavioural, and mental health difficulties. 
So it is time we make a change. 

During our time participating in the program we have had three staff, 
Bronwyn our Chaplain, Steph our School Psychologist, and Bec 
one of our Teachers, trained to deliver the White Ribbon Program. 
We have also included more teaching around Healthy Relationships 
in our Wellbeing Programs and look forward to participating again 
in the White Ribbon Day March in Armadale in November. Last 
year our students were invited to speak at the Department for Child 
Protection and Family Service’s White Ribbon Day event, where our 
Student Leader Erin, and teacher Bec spoke about the Communicare 
Academy’s involvement in the White Ribbon Program.

We are now at the tail end of our application to become a White Ribbon 
Accredited School. From here our school will be writing a case study 
on our involvement in the program and will make plans to continue 
our delivery of Healthy Relationship education, and hopefully will be a 
White Ribbon Accredited School at the start of 2018.

As an organisation, Communicare Inc. is passionate about the 
prevention of FDV and with statistics showing 1 in 4 children are 
exposed to FDV the Communicare Academy are working hard to 
ensure we include awareness and prevention information in our 
curriculum. 

We hope that you continue to support us in our efforts to ‘Break the 
Cycle’ and will support us in ensuring our students are equipped with 
the information necessary to make healthy choices and seek support.

If you would like to discuss the program please contact the school on 
08 6350 1872 and ask to speak with either Bec, Bronwyn, or Steph, or 
simple email rmorse@communicare.wa.edu.au, 
bpryzbyla@communicare.wa.edu.au, slynch@communicare.wa.edu.au.

If you require assistance or further information on FDV please contact 
the following:

The National Sexual Assault, Domestic Family Violence counselling 
service: 1800RESPECT or www.1800respect.org.au

Lifeline – Crisis Support: 13 11 44 or www.lifeline.org.au

The Women’s Domestic Violence 24hour WA Helpline: 1800 007 339 

The Men’s Domestic Violence 24hour WA Helpline: 1800 000 599

BEAUTY CENTRAL  - Crystal Tink

This Term in beauty the students have been busy working on a variety 
of creative eye makeup designs. One of our favourite topics for this 
term was Disney Princesses. The students were required to choose 
their favourite Disney Princess and create an inspiring eye makeup 
design to represent their favourite Princess. 

In nail techniques the students have set themselves a challenge to 
improve their overall nail designs and application techniques to create 
amazing nail designs they can be proud of. To achieve their goals, 
the students have worked with a variety of nail resources such as: 
gems, glitter ombre and this term we have introduced foil to create 
their amazing nail designs. 



Tyler having the time of his life. Reif patiently waiting for the next bite.

Bek and Brody simultaneously caught a blowie each! Beautiful morning on the Swan River.
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FISHING - Rebekah Jenner

COUNSELLING MESSAGE

This Term a large group of students signed up to go fishing once a 
week at Canning Bridge. The group has appreciated getting off campus 
every Friday morning and enjoying the sunshine (and occasional 
pouring rain).  

Cody Tilbee had the catch of the term at Kent St Weir with a decent-sized 
bream. While everyone else has been stuck catching blowies week 
after week, the students have still given their best, showing fantastic 
enthusiasm and greatly improving their rigging and de-rigging skills. 

We’ve also all been putting into practice the sixth principle of Leave 
No Trace: Respect Wildlife. Students implement this consistently by 
caring for the ongoing wellbeing of any live creature they come across 
(including blowies!) as well as the environment they live in. 

It’s been good fun, and we are all looking forward to more times out by 
the water next term.

During the school holidays, I will be working both weeks. If I am currently seeing your child and you would like to receive an update on how he/
she is going (with their permission), or if you would like to provide any additional information / voice any concerns you might have, please feel 
free to book in an appointment with me. I am also available to see any of the students (who I am currently seeing) during this time. 

For more information, or to book in a session. You can contact me on: 6350 1872.

Steph Lynch, Registered Pychologist



Bronwyn continues to promote the White Ribbon message.Rhys and Abbi enjoying White Ribbon cupcakes.

Giant garden games.
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2017 TERM DATES
Term One
01 Feb 2017 – 07 Apr 2017

Term Two
26 Apr 2017 – 30 Jun 2017

Term Three
19 Jul 2017 – 22 Sep 2017

Term Four
10 Oct 2017 – 14 Dec 2017

WELLBEING DAY - Laura Hannah 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER - Bronwyn Przybyla

Due to the success of the first Wellbeing Day in Term One, the 
Communicare Academy was pleased to host its second Wellbeing Day 
on Friday 11th August 2017. The day was filled with different activities 
and events to bring the school together as a community whilst focusing 
on positive wellbeing. Activities included welcome breakfast, stalls 
offering support (from school and community agencies), house team 
challenges, wellbeing award challenges, whole school house team 
competitions, a guest speaker and a sausage sizzle to name a few.

The day was highly successful with students engaging in all activities.  
Staff and students enjoyed all the events on offer and it provided a 
great opportunity to boost both moral and relationship amongst our 
community.  Students also took great joy and pride in earning a massive 
number of positive points for their house teams. We would like to 
congratulate Courage who were the leading team at the end of the day.  
We are looking forward to seeing what our third Wellbeing day has to 
offer. Students wishing to be involved or provide activity suggestions, 
please speak to Laura (Staff and Student Wellbeing Leader).

A Morning Tea was recently hosted by our Chaplain –Bronwyn here at the Kenwick School Academy.

There was a sumptuous morning tea provided which set the scene for the 8 attendees to meet and greet each other. It was also an opportunity for 
great conversation to be generated around our school community and to establish connection between staff and parents/caregivers of students 
that attend the school.

Special guest speakers, Christian and Sam from Shalom House Men’s Rehabilitation Centre gave us insight into the issues of drugs affecting 
families and the community in general. They also explained their role and desired outcome for the B.I.G program they facilitate for the boys here 
at the Communicare Academy.

Gigi, the Principal also gave a very heartening speech of what this school community is endeavouring to do in the lives of our students whilst 
here at the Communicare Academy.

All in all a great morning of fellowship, food and fun was had by all.


