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Communicare Academy staff and students farewelled Moira Fitzpatrick, who resigned at the end of Term One, and 
we thank her for her significant contribution to the Communicare Academy. We welcomed Carolyn Bendotti to the 
teaching team at the beginning of the term. Carolyn brings a wealth of experience and knowledge, which will further 
enhance opportunities for students.

Minister Michaelia Cash (Jobs and Innovation) and Minister Ken Wyatt (Aged Care and Indigenous Health) visited 
Communicare Academy as part of their joint announcement of Communicare’s successful ParentNext program. 
Minister Cash was ‘grilled’ by students regarding the implications of automation on future job prospects and the role 
of innovation. Ministers Cash and Wyatt were extremely impressed with the school and the ‘amazingly tasty’ scones 
made by the Hospitality students.

Term Two has seen Year Eight and Nine students visiting Scitech, senior school students attending the Perth Careers 
Expo, students visiting Shalom House and Certificate II Beauty students attending the Every Woman Expo and also 
visiting Tuart House to provide pamper sessions for the women. 

Future entrepreneurs also tried their luck at the Stock Market Game, and the Communicare Academy sleepover and 
Venturing Skills Camp to Albany continue to be topics of conversation among staff and students.

Communicare Academy staff and students have been working with the City of Armadale to initiate a purple bench 
initiative in the City, to honour all those who have passed as a result of family and domestic violence. Students and 
staff are engaging in a range of activities to raise funds to purchase one of the benches and donate it to City of 
Armadale. 

The Young Women Empowered Program, has enabled a select group of students to engage in a structured 
program that includes; mentoring and working with key women across a range of areas and industries, focussing on 
strengthening resilience and self-esteem.   

Year Seven and Nine students sat their National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy 
(NAPLAN) during May. Students completed tests on Language Conventions, Writing, Reading and 
Numeracy, and worked hard to complete the tests to the best of their abilities. I commend them for 
their efforts. Students’ achievements will be measured against National Minimum Standards (NMS); 
with students being below, at or above NMS.

Congratulations to all our students on their progress this term, and I extend my thanks to all families 
for your continuing engagement with, and support of, our school.  Wishing you all a safe and relaxing 
break and look forward to welcoming students back on Wednesday, July 18.

Term 2 2018
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Rebekah Jenner

GIRLS’ ANNUAL WELLBEING SLEEPOVER -  Laura Hannah

EVERY WOMAN EXPO - Crystal Tink

Students have participated to the best of their abilities this term, demonstrating healthy sportsmanship and an increase in their individual skills. 
Activities such as basketball, European handball, indoor soccer and working out in the fitness centre have been popular options this term. All 
students are aware that, although they might not be the best athlete, all that is required of them is that they do their best.

Apart from the astounding physical benefits that occur when young people engage in physical activity, there are huge emotional and mental 
benefits too. An example of an emotional benefit is an improvement in social skills. Engaging in physical exercise offers the opportunity for young 
people to develop skills including conflict resolution, cooperation with peers and leadership. The Department of Health has identified that, in 
teenagers, physical activity reduces anti-social behaviours such as aggression and disruptive behaviours. Many new friendships throughout our 
school community have developed because of the interactions Physical Education offers. An example of the mental benefits it provides include 
improved self-esteem, increased confidence, management of anxiety and stress, and improved concentration. These are all vital in our students’ 
lives, and will improve their productivity and confidence inside and outside the classroom!

All students at the Communicare Academy are also encouraged to get involved in outside school sports. There are many clubs and sporting 
groups available to choose from. This would benefit them greatly, as it is not only an opportunity to continue being active outside school, but would 
be another group of peers they could build healthy rapport with. Any students interested in this can come and see me at any time and I would be 
happy to help them find a club near them in a sport of their choice!

As part of the Wellbeing Program, the female students are given a 
number of personal challenges to complete at the start of the year.  
Some of these challenges can be done independently, either at  
school or at home, whilst some are required to take place within the 
Communicare Academy at specific times of the year. 

This term, the students were given the opportunity to participate in 
the annual girls’ sleepover challenge.  The sleepover challenge is an 
opportunity to show independence whilst bonding with female peers.  
It is a chance to share and further build bonds amongst existing 
friendship circles.  The night was filled with activities that focused on 
building friendships, developing self-esteem and making memories.

The girls’ night this year had a game night theme.  Students had the 
choice of playing a variety of games, each with points values for their 
house teams.  They engaged in classic party games that included pass 
the parcel, piñata and an intense round of bump. They ate yummy 
treats, watched a movie in their own bean bag cinema and slept well 
on their own teepee covered beds.

All the students who attended the sleepover appeared to have a fantastic 
time and have taken away their own memories from the night as well as 
finding and developing friendships.  It was a great success and we look 
forward to hosting the fourth annual girls’ sleepover in 2019.

This term, students completing Certificate II in Retail Cosmetics were 
invited to attend an excursion to the twentieth year of the Every Woman 
Expo at the Perth Exhibition Centre.  The students had a fantastic 
day researching the latest beauty products and services available. 
They were lucky enough to experience free massages, beauty 
treatments and a range of great food and the expo also provided many 
opportunities for the students to win prizes. The students enjoyed the 
day so much they are keen to make this a yearly event. I’m sure the 
fact we all came home with our arms full of bags with lots of freebies 
didn’t have anything to do with their decision!

When visiting Communicare Academy, parking is available along the side of building on the left hand side of the driveway 
or along Moore Steet. Please be mindful that parking is not permitted at Kenwick Veterinary Hospital.

PARKING AT THE COMMUNICARE ACADEMY

..and the sleepover begins!

The Every Woman Expo is Perth’s largest womens lifestyle event with over 250 exhibitors.
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SAUSAGE SIZZLE  - Rebecca Morse 

The Communicare Academy’s Venturer Scout Unit had their first 
ever fundraising event on the 17th June at Maddington Bunnings. 
A great way to raise money to pay for camps and activities is to 
arrange fundraisers. Luckily for us, Maddington Bunnings had two 
spaces open for sausage sizzles this year!

We had a great day, with beautiful weather, and our Venturers 
sizzled up a storm! We ran out of sausages by 11am and had to go 
and buy more so we could keep selling until 4pm. By the end of the 
day we had $800 profit, which will go towards paying the activity 
fees for our first Scouts WA overnight camp in August. 

The Venturer Scout Unit would like to thank everyone who helped 
out on the day, including Communicare Academy Staff Carolyn, 
Dennis, Jane, and Bek, parent Karen Rich who came down to help, 
and of course Bunnings for allowing us the chance to raise much 
needed funds and promote our new Venturer Unit. 

Our next sausage sizzle will be at Maddington Bunnings on Sunday 
29th of July, so come along and see us there!

SCITECH EXCURSION - Sean Burke

On 25 May, year Eight and Nine students attended the Scitech Discovery Centre in West Perth as part of their science curriculum.  

Apart from engaging with the displays, including the Playing with Light installation which recapitulated many of the Term One lessons for both 
groups, students participated in a biology class and used digital microscopes to take photographs of animal and plant specimens.  They also 
watched a presentation in the Planetarium about our solar system and galaxy and the search for extra-terrestrial life.

One of the displays was an apparatus that captured shadows and displayed them on a screen, which was amazing.  There were some great 
displays of electricity flowing, too.

Students appeared to enjoy many aspects of the program and managed to manoeuvre respectfully around the many families also there at the time.

Thanks to the Scitech guides and to the Transperth guards who assisted us during the day.

The Venturer Scout Unit enjoyed their first funraiser sausage sizzle.

Our year Eight and Nine students enjoying the light display!



Jane with Grayse.
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TEACHER: JANE ROBSON
Interviewed by entire Journalism class 
and Teacher, Sean Burke

Tell us a little about your family and growing up

I have a Mum and a Dad and a brother.  Dad was a taxi driver and Mum was a cook for people 
in retirement villages. Both of my parents worked really hard and long hours but they juggled it 
so that one of them was always home. 

Our house was the house that all of the kids from the street hung out at. Every morning before 
school kids would come over and watch cartoons on telly before we rode to school. I used to 
ride to school with all of the kids on our street. There were about ten of us. We would ride past 
the creek at the end of the road, but you had to watch out otherwise one of the boys would 
“accidentally” push you in.

I grew up in Glen Forrest and Mundaring. We lived in a cul de sac and it felt really safe and 
friendly (except for our next door neighbour who would keep your football if we kicked it into his 
yard accidentally when we were playing kick to kick on the street). 

We had an oval at the end of our street so most of the kids would hang out there playing footy 
or cricket. I hated sports so I would go on the see saw or the monkey bars (still can’t get across 
monkey bars without falling off).   

We always had a dog or two and they would go wherever we went. Back then there was no 
such thing as having your dog on a lead either. If you went to your mate’s place the dog tagged 
along. If you couldn’t find the dog you just stood in the driveway and yelled out their name and 
eventually they would come running home.

There was a rescued magpie named Junior on our street that would go to all of the houses and tap 
on your window to say hello. I was so scared of it because I thought it would swoop me- it never did. 

I went to high school in Mt Helena and then to an all-girls school in Mosman Park. I really hated 
high school. I couldn’t wait to leave.  Primary school was fun and high school was just a hassle 
where you had to try to fit in but you had no idea how. I was really anxious all the time and it 
was hard to pretend I wasn’t. Growing up in the Hills was pretty boring once you became a 
teenager. My friends and I used to catch a bus and train into the city to hang out or even as far 
as Scarborough Beach. It took us over 1½ hours to get there on public transport, but it was our 
only option, so we did it. 

Meet a 
Staff Member



Grayse.
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Tell a little about your family and growing up - continued

I left school when I was 16 and have always regretted it. I didn’t feel I was capable of staying 
at school back then but I wish I had had the nerve to tough it out. 

I left school and started in the Hospitality industry. I travelled and lived in Melbourne for a 
few years and had a ball.  

I have one child who turned 19 this year. Grayse is studying a business degree online, has 
a full time job and lives alone, so they pay all the bills and rent single handedly (I think that 
is pretty amazing). I learn so much from Grayse and really like them too. Grayse is pretty 
funny – not as funny as I am but they’ll get there. ☺ 

I also have fantastic husband who is an artist and marrying Scott meant that I also have 
a step son, Nathaniel, who is 25, handsome and very kind (he takes his little brother and 
sister to anime stuff which makes him very cool). My husband Scott is a painter and I think 
he’s super talented. He makes me laugh all the time and I like just hanging out with him.

Why did you choose to become a teacher in a 
CaRE school?

I had worked with primary school students for ten years and I really 
needed a change. Primary school kids are great but they pick their 
noses and sneeze all over you and they don’t have much to talk about, 
unless you love cartoons, dolls and cubbies. 

I liked the idea of being able to work with young people who were a 
bit older. I wouldn’t go back to being a teenager for a million dollars. 
I think it’s a really hard stage of life. I also remembered how much I 
hated high school and I hoped I could make it a better experience for 
someone else. I have been learning as I go and I hope I’m getting 
better at this job every day. 

What are the highlights of your career so far?

The highlight of my career so far is definitely working at Communicare 
Academy. I spent the first 17 years of my working life in the hospitality 
industry which meant long hours and dealing with drunk and rude 
people.

After I had Grayse I retrained and moved to a small school in 
Bassendean where I worked with primary school aged children with 
special needs. That was a really fun job but it was always a long time 
waiting to see students change and develop new skills, so you could 
easily become disheartened. 

Working at Communicare Academy is great because I work with 
an amazing staff and the students are all so different.  I love to see 
them settle into the school and start to show their personality once 
they feel comfortable. Every day gives me an opportunity to find new 
ways of dealing with life and the curve balls that it throws at people. 
The students at Communicare Academy inspire me. We get to see the 
students grow up and start to make decisions about their own lives. 
It’s pretty awesome to see someone grow in confidence and start to 
believe they can actually achieve whatever they want.

What main difficulties have you faced?  

I think I have had a pretty lucky life. My family are very supportive and that makes life easier. I have had to deal with all sorts of difficult personal 
issues but once you come out the other side of it, you start to realise that you are stronger than you thought. It’s nice to start recognising that 
you can cope when things go wrong. I guess we all have horrible stuff happen to us and the older you get the better you get at dealing with it. 

I love my job and I try really hard to learn 
from my mistakes. This is a job where you 
can change and develop ideas and get 
lots of support doing it, too. It’s nice to 
work somewhere that does not stick to 
the same old way of doing things. We are 
always working on new ways to help our 
students and that’s really satisfying.    

Q&AtimeQ&Atime
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What advice would you give your younger self?

I would tell my younger self to study when you are young and set 
yourself up with a degree or apprenticeship as soon as you can, 
otherwise life gets in the way and you can miss out. I would say...

What are some places you would like to visit?

I went to Paris last year and it was amazing. That trip made me think about travelling more. I would like to go to Greece in the summer time and 
swim in the Mediterranean ocean, and would love to stay in one of those little whitewashed cottages with blue shutters on the windows and drink 
nice wine and eat good olives (it would have to be wine from another country because I really hate Retsina- Greek wine).  I think Italy would be 
beautiful and I would also like to visit Japan - their culture seems fascinating. 

If you could be anyone else in the world for a day, who would it be?

If I could be anyone in the world for one day I would be John Paul Sartre. I would hang in cool Speak Easies in Paris (cafes, but so much better) 
and talk about philosophy and life and drink coffee and wine. I could talk to fellow existentialists and philosophers such as Simone de Beauvoir 
and Albert Camus. Sartre and other writers challenged the cultural and social assumptions and expectations of their upbringings and wrote about 
an “authentic” way of “being”.

In ten years’ time I have no idea where I will 
be. I’m not really someone who plans things 
that far in advance. I hope to be happy in 
whatever I am doing and to be surrounded 
by family and good friends like I am now.   

Hey, Jane, stop worrying about what others 
think and just do the things that give you 
satisfaction and joy...

Stop worrying about all the small stuff and 
remember it’s all small stuff.

What are your plans when you retire?

When I retire I would like to be somewhere near the ocean so that I 
could start my day by taking my dogs for a walk on the beach every 
day. After that, who knows? 

Q&Atime

What are some of your favourite things?

Some of my favourite things are a macaroni photo frame Grayse made 
for me when they were about four and my bed (I love to nap).   I have 
two favourite colours – blue and green, they make me think of nature 
and growth.  

I have a one eyed cat called Angelica Newmie, I’m not quite sure if she 
would be considered a thing, but when she throws up a hair ball on the 
bed, I think she could be a thing.  Anyhow, I love her. 
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ALUMNI INDOOR BEACH VOLLEYBALL - Rebekah Jenner

Alumni students have continued their engagement in Indoor Beach 
Volleyball this term. The team, ‘Communicare Crew’ play all year 
round, even through the holidays!

The team has seen two new regulars join: 2016 Year 12 Leavers 
Tristan and Jai. These two have been a great addition to the group, 
especially in competitiveness and enthusiasm! The Communicare 
Crew has continued to focus on communication on the court, especially 
due to the new arrivals on the team. Like any group or team context, 
communication between teammates is essential for success and unity. 
However, there is a huge difference between effective and ineffective 
communication! And so the journey continues! In addition to this, 
there is always a focus on ‘playing the setting’ each rally which the 
Communicare Crew are getting better at each week.

Again, I am astounded at the commitment students have developed 
towards this game and one another, and the way they continue to 
demonstrate positive sportsmanship to all competitors. Through the 
consistency of weekly games, there is a large sense of community 
within the Communicare Crew, providing a valued and organic way to 
remain supportive of one another after schooling years. 

A huge thank you to Darren from Canning Vale Indoor Sports for 
including us in their program again. Our alumni students have 
thoroughly enjoyed the friendly competition each week and we greatly 
appreciate the opportunity to be involved.

CAREER EXPO - Rebecca Morse

On Friday the 18th of May, eleven of the Communicare Academy’s senior students attended the annual Careers Expo at the Perth Convention 
and Exhibition Centre. 

This annual expo gives students the opportunity to meet with employers and tertiary education providers so they can have a look at options for 
their future. Then we went along to Elizabeth Quay to have a look around and a quick lunch before heading back to the Academy to look through 
the information. 

The students who attended compiled lots of information to assist them in making decisions about their next step. So watch this space and 
hopefully we can help our students into the career of their dreams!

On Friday, 11 May 2018, senior students attended the Black Swan Theatre Company’s rendition of Ray Lawler’s classic play, Summer of the 
Seventeenth Doll.

We arrived early enough for a short tour of the Perth Cultural Centre (Art Gallery, Central TAFE and State Reference Library) and some chips, 
and then attended the state theatre, where students enjoyed the play.

It was a faithful and energetic performance by the Black Swan players, and one which students will remember for many years.

DRAMA EXCURSION - Sean Burke

Our senior students waiting patiently for the show to begin.



Nick (L) and Jared (R) watching their business shares climb.
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COMMUNICARE STUDENTS STOCKS ARE RISING - Matthew Borgward

YEAR 7 - ALL ABOUT CHOCOLATE - Crystal Tink

A number of our students have expressed an interest in money matters 
and investing.  We therefore decided to put this interest to the test and 
signed up for the Australian Stock Exchange Schools Sharemarket 
Game.  The game requires players to invest an imaginary $50,000 into 
a minimum of 4 companies listed on the ASX 200, which are Australia’s 
200 biggest companies.  With 6 incredibly eager students ranging from 
years 7-9 we conducted our research as a team and then made our 
choices.  The students predominately made their choices based on 
growth industries and companies or industries they were interested in.  

With just under 20,000 entrants throughout Australia and New Zealand 
and cash prizes on offer, we knew competition would be fierce and this 
being our first go we just wanted to be competitive and learn about the 
sharemarket along the way.  I am happy to report that our students 
exceeded all expectations.  Four of our six students finished with a 
profit. Three of our students finished in the top 15% of all entrants and 
a special mention must go to Nickolas Scolaro.  Nick came 59th in the 
country and 11th in the state.  This is a remarkable achievement and 
it was really encouraging to see the Academy ranked above many of 
the most well-known and prestigious schools in the country.  What was 

also great to watch was the learning taking place; students researching 
companies, analysing graphs and charts and learning about different 
company structures. The ASX Sharemarket game is run twice a year 
and the students are already looking forward to the next round in 
September.  

BIG PROGRAM - Matthew Borgward and Dennis Garac

This term saw the continuation of the B.I.G (Brothers in Guidance) Programme from Shalom House with Christian Gee, former Mr Australia body 
building champion. Under Christian’s guidance and training the boys have put in a huge effort to expand their knowledge around bodybuilding as 
a sport and fitness in general. This has included mastering the form of basic and more advanced exercises as well as conquering personal lifting 
challenges.  Many personal challenges were overcome by the students, who have put in a great effort over the semester

The classes also cover food and nutrition, Wellbeing discussion topics and general life skills. There have been some robust and honest conversations 
about life and plenty of good advice from Christian’s own personal experiences, and those of Sam Bezant, who also trained the boys. 

This term, year 7 students have been busy undertaking a project of their choice.  The students wanted 
to investigate “All about Chocolate.” The students created a range of questions to investigate, and 
created a report based on their findings.  In conclusion, to my overwhelming sadness, the students 
discovered that chocolate could be extinct within the next 40 years due to the extinction of the Cocoa 
tree.  Hopefully, science will find a way to ensure this doesn’t happen.  Due to the countless number of 
questions the students had relating to their chocolate investigation,  the year 7 students will be visiting 
the Margaret River Chocolate Factory at the end of the term to get some answers and score some 
chocolate along the way. 

No pain, no gain!Sam (L) showing Brodie (M) and Dennis (R) the ropes!
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2018 TERM DATES
Term One
31 Jan 2018 – 13 Apr 2018

Term Two
01 May 2018 – 29 Jun 2018

Term Three
18 Jul 2018 – 21 Sep 2018

Term Four
09 Oct 2018 – 13 Dec 2018

The Venturer Scout Unit taking in all the tourist hot spots Albany has to offer.

COMMUNICARE ACADEMY VENTURER UNIT - Rebecca Morse

The Communicare Academy’s Venturer Scout Unit has had a great 
start for 2018! Our student Scouts have been on a day excursion in 
Term One to Manjadel Scout Activity Centre, then in Term Two we have 
been on a day hike AND a camp to Albany!

The Academy Venturers wanted to work on completing their first badge, 
the Venturing Skills badge, which is the first step in the Venturer Award 
Scheme. To complete the badge the students had to demonstrate an 
understanding of Scouting, basic first aid, and hiking skills. Then the 
students had to put it all to the test in a camp/hike setting. So in Week 
Five our Venturers made the long trip down to Albany where they 
completed the final section of the Bibbulmun Track from the bottom of 
Frenchman’s Bay into Albany itself. The Venturers worked together in 
groups to read their maps and complete the hike as a team, surprising 
staff when they made it back to the meet up point an hour earlier than 
expected!

The Venturers then spent a day touring around some of Albany’s 
natural tourist spots. Despite the cool, rainy weather, we checked out 
Green’s Pool and then made our way to the Valley of the Giants Tree 
Top Walk. At night the students cooked their dinner in groups using 
Trangia cooking stoves and we finished the night with a campfire and, 
of course, s’mores. 

The Academy staff who accompanied the students on the camp were 
impressed by the group’s teamwork, perseverance, and sense of 
humour. Despite the cold, rainy weather, the students had a fantastic 
time, worked hard, and persevered through the cold temperatures in 
their tents. 

We are looking forward to next term where we will be working on some 
more of our badgework and start planning our next camp… to hike the 
Cape to Cape!


