Term 2 2017
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
In Term Two we established our Parents and Friends Committee and they are busy organising
events to help build our community and bring families together. Our Chaplain’s Morning Tea is
scheduled and more information will be available shortly. Later in the year, we are intending to
have a family picnic / BBQ at Kent Street Weir, and a car boot sale at a later date. Our ‘no mobile
phones in class policy’ has made a strong impact on our students and we have seen an increase
in productive work and improved relationships around the school. We have introduced our B.I.G
Program, facilitated by Shalom House, and you can read more about this in the newsletter.
We farewelled Ivan Meneghetti, who resigned earlier this term, and we thank him for his
contribution to our school. In Term Two, we will welcome back Bec Morse and we are pleased that
Cate has agreed to stay on with us. Additional changes in staffing next term include our Chaplain,
Bronwyn, increasing to fulltime capacity and we are really looking forward to our canteen worker
starting with us – finally, someone to prepare and serve nutritious food for our school community.
On that note, a huge thank you to every staff member who has rushed from class to the canteen
to serve our students and then back to class to teach. Truly above and beyond the call of duty,
demonstrating the amazing care and commitment our staff give our school.
Well done to all students who have persevered and made great progress. It has been a joy to
read the warmth in the reports that have been written and IEPs reviewed. As always, I thank you
for your ongoing support of our school – it is a privilege to be part of this fabulous community. I
wish all students and staff a refreshing and safe break and look forward to welcoming students
back on WEDNESDAY, 19 JULY at 9am sharp.

Gigi Thiele,
Principal

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Rebekah Jenner
In Health this term, students have designed and created mini-health
campaigns. The aim was to promote healthy behaviours among
teenagers in Perth. Students were given the option to choose from
three topics: healthy eating, physical activity, or positive mental
health. They could choose from a wide variety of ways to present their
campaign: poster, flyer, pamphlet, slide show presentation, video, radio
advertisement or merchandise. Students researched the topic they
chose and gathered evidence to support their proposal for the changes
needed by Perth teenagers. There was a wide variety submitted and I
am proud to say students have worked hard and presented compelling
campaigns that are now displayed around the school.
Physical Education this term has seen students engage in activities
including basketball, minor games and snorkelling. Students have
participated exceptionally well in these activities, learning different
skills, and demonstrating positive sportsmanship to others.
Two of our classes elected to participate in snorkelling at Bathers
Beach in Fremantle. This has been a fun adventure during the winter
season! Some weeks we saw the tide so high it entirely covered the
shore line with waves so ferocious, we left the snorkels and fins in
the bus and students learned how to body surf! Other weeks it’s was
picturesque; not a breath of wind, and water as clear as crystal.

Our Believe Class on a beautiful but very high tide day!

Our students enjoyed swimming along the rocks west towards the
lighthouse, and exploring the marine life through caves and reef. The
concrete pontoon is always a popular destination to reach, located
30m north off shore. It has challenged students to prove their courage,
jumping off this into the water.
A big thank you to Marty, Rikki & Coby who have assisted in supervising
our students at different times throughout the term.

Left to Right: Paige, Jarred, Bek, Bri, Andrew, Marty, Daniel and Kodi.

Left to Right: Paige, Bri, Daniel, Andrew, Marty and Jarred of our Create Class on their first
snorkelling adventure!
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Left to Right: Mitchell and Emily finding some jellyfish and in background on the right;
Paige and Bek.

HOSPITALITY - Jane Robson
We currently have eight students undertaking Certificate I in Kitchen Operations
at Communicare Academy. This certificate has several components to it and our
students are showing a real commitment to every aspect of their learning.
There are times when we spend our lesson learning about the importance of health
and hygiene within the hospitality industry. We also have online computer based
assessments to be completed and then we have our time spent in the kitchen making
all sorts of amazing sandwiches from Pinwheel to Pullman, all made with care and to
an industry standard.
Recently our students made a focaccia using several ingredients, with a focus
on producing something that not only looks good but that takes into account how
ingredients can impact the taste and the overall look of your sandwich. One of the
key lessons in sandwich making is to produce a sandwich that consistently looks and
tastes the same. This sounds easy but it’s actually trickier than we first thought. In a
hospitality environment, food produced must have a consistent look and taste. This
has meant that we have had to use recipes to make sandwiches. Yes it seems that
even the humble sandwich needs a recipe.

Erin and Crystal following procedure.

CREATE – THE RITE JOURNEY - Matthew Borgward
Create class have enjoyed an action packed first semester of The Rite Journey.
The aim of the Rite Journey is to give our younger students increased confidence
and resilience which will better equip them for their journey from adolescences to
adulthood. Students have been fortunate enough to participate in teamwork and
trust games, Bounce trampoline sessions, rock climbing, fundraising and PowerPoint
presentations on their life story.

Preparation begins.

The finished product.

The focus this Term has seen the students prepare, organise and plan for a sleepover
at the school. This can be quite daunting for some students to be away from home
for the whole night. However, the students worked really hard by washing staff cars
to raise extra funds for some of life’s luxuries on the night, such as a bouncy castle
and an array of yummy desserts. A special mention must go to Mason and Daniel
who excelled in the sleepover task.
The students have also been working on increasing their emotional vocabulary. It is
really encouraging to see the students take these discussions seriously and show
such an interest in their emotional wellbeing. On behalf of Bek Jenner and myself we
would like to thank Create class for their positive attitude towards The Rite Journey
and we look forward to more fun and challenges next term!

Create class students and staff burning off some energy before the Sleepover

Crystal and the completed focaccia.

Create class putting the fun into fundraising.

PARKING AT THE COMMUNICARE ACADEMY
When visiting the Communicare Academy parking is available along the side of building on the left hand side of the
driveway or along Moore Steet. Please be mindful that parking is not permitted at Kenwick Veterinary Hospital.
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Meet a
Staff Member
WELLBEING ASSISTANT:
BONNIE DIXON
Interviewed by entire Journalism class
and Teacher, Sean Burke

Early Years
I was born in Port Hedland where my father worked for Elders GM, but
we moved to Perth when I was 2, so I don’t have memories of that. I
was the baby of the family by a big margin and I have an older brother
and sister.
I grew up in Como and learnt to swim in the Swan River. I attended
Collier Primary school. I liked school; my favourite subjects were
English and Sport. I loved netball and athletics; when I was in primary
school, no-one could beat me in the 100m sprint.

Family Life
I was married for eighteen years, many years ago and I have two sons
and one grandson. When you are married and there are difficulties
you can’t just give up; you have to give it your best shot, especially
when there are children involved.
My eldest son, Patrick, is a welder and he loves it; I always thought he
would do something intellectual as he has that bent. He is 27 years old
and not married but he is in a relationship. My younger boy, Daniel, is
26 and is in the fitness industry; he is the manager of a gym. Daniel
has a partner and they have a little boy, Dan Jeremy, named after his
father and grandfather.
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Bonnie with her grandson Dan Jeremy.

Q&Atime
Why did you come to work for Communicare?
I applied for the job here because I like working with young people.
Prior to this job I worked for Corridors school in Midland and prior to
that I was a Youth Development Officer with the Town of Victoria Park
and the Shire of Kalamunda.
I like watching students change over time. The real challenge in a job
like this is that you have to walk a line between discipline and support.
The reason I chose to become a youth worker originally is because
I had raised two sons largely on my own and realised a lot of young
people need help.

Back in the eighties I worked for 96FM. One of the highlights was
meeting David Bowie when he visited Perth.
If I wasn’t a youth worker I might be a professional ballroom dancer or
a netball player.

What’s the highlight of your job?

The highlight of my job is when I see students
who have been having a hard time have a
win instead.

Bonnie with her two sons Patrick (left) and Daniel (right).

What sort of things do you like?
I like most music but I’m a rock’n’roll girl at heart; bands like the
Eagles, INXS, Fleetwood Mac and Hunters and Collectors. I love cats
and dogs; I don’t know which I like best. I also like rabbits. I like to
eat lamb anything and my favourite takeaway is Nandos. I like lots of
things including travel, but I hate flying.
When I was younger I went to the UK and did the whole buy a combi
van and tour Europe thing. We went to Australia House in London and
met some people and bought a van and toured the UK, France, Spain,
Italy and Switzerland, then ended up back in the UK where we sold
the van again. We didn’t have enough money to buy airfares back to
Australia so we got jobs at a pub in Wimbledon where we had bed and
board and could save a bit too. We did all the usual touristy things on
the continent and in London but living at the pub in Wimbledon was the
highlight of the trip.

What advice would you give to the students
you work with?

My advice to young people is: don’t be too
hard on yourself. Give yourself time to learn
the difficult lessons.
In the future
When I get the chance I’d like to travel to Ireland. I wasn’t interested
when I was in Europe before but since then I have done a fair bit of
family history and have traced my mother’s people back to Cork in the
south of Ireland. That’s one of my retirement plans. The other is to
spend lots of time with my grandchildren (I only have one now, but I
expect there will be more!).
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION – SAILING - Rebekah Jenner
This term, Outdoor Education students have been learning how to sail
Pacer Yachts. This has been a fantastic learning experience for our
students. They have learned how to launch their yacht effectively, steer
their yacht, turn both ways (tack and jibe), intentionally increase and
decrease in speed, read the wind across the water, adapt accordingly
to sudden weather changes and avoid collisions! Students have grown
in interpersonal skills, organisational skills, self-awareness, awareness
of others and team work skills through this experience. It has been
quite a stunning and mindful exercise each Friday morning on the
Swan River together; a remarkably peaceful activity that our students
have thoroughly enjoyed.

These lessons have been in preparation for an Outdoor Education
expedition later on this year that is likely to be held in the South-West
region of Western Australia.
A huge thank you to South of Perth Yacht Club who have been generous
and kind enough to provide weekly lessons, with one of Australia’s best
instructors as our teacher!

Reif and Matt with one of our instructors.

Our first lessons, learning how to correctly launch the yachts.
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The end of a successful ‘tack’ by Reif and Matt.

Smooth sailing.

Dennis, Aydan and Matt.

Cheyenne, Zoey and Bek.
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CURRICULUM CORNER - Moira Fitzpatrick
Parents will be able to see the curriculum that students have been
engaged in through the reporting process. Teachers have outlined
the main learning objective in each subject area and in fixed focus
classes in the first semester reports. The curriculum in Years 7-9 is
underpinned by the Western Australian Curriculum and Assessment
Outline. Should parents wish to find out more, the curriculum can be
explored on the following website: www.scsa.wa.edu.au.
One fixed focus subject area that students are particularly enjoying this
semester is in beauty therapy. Students participating in ‘Hairstyling
to Accompany Makeup Artistry’ create hairstyles that are compatible
with an overall design. In ‘Nail Techniques’ students are taught ways
in which to create and apply nail designs. In ‘Eye Makeup’ classes
students use techniques and applications in order to create their own
designs. These classes are prepared and delivered by Crystal Tink,
a qualified beauty therapist who has created workbooks specifically to
support these courses.

Certificate I Hospitality students are working steadily through units
and spend time in the kitchen undertaking the practical handson component and are working online through Didasko Learning
Resources to complete the theoretical aspects of the course.
Teachers are currently deliberating about which fixed focus classes
to offer in Semester Two and it is anticipated that students will have
a broader selection of subjects and skill acquisition areas to choose
from. The idea behind providing students with choice in developing
their own timetable is that students will be more engaged when they
have ownership of their learning and are able to determine their own
learning goals.

SCIENCE - Gigi Thiele
Year Nine Science students have been studying the layers of the
earth, tectonic plate movement and the theory of the continental
drift. Students made plasticine models to show the effects of tectonic
plate movement. Plaster casts of volcanoes were made and students
painted their volcano.

This culminated in simulating an eruption using bicarbonate soda, food
colouring and white vinegar. To finish the term, students are studying
earthquakes and tsunamis.

Blair and Jamie with their erupting volcanoes.

PSYCHOLOGY QUOTE OF THE TERM:
“You don’t have to control your thoughts. You just have to stop letting them control you”
– Dan Millman
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SHALOM HOUSE - Dennis Garac & Marty York
This term Communicare Academy has partnered with Shalom House
to launch an exciting program aimed at assisting our young men to
improve their health and wellbeing. Called the B.I.G. Program (Brothers
in Guidance) it is run by staff from the Academy and Christian Gee
from Shalom House. Christian is a former Championship Body Builder
and specialist Body Building coach who now works for Shalom House.
He assists in Shalom’s rehabilitation efforts aimed at men of all ages
having gone through the program himself.
Under Christian’s expert guidance, the students are challenged with a
tough mix of body building exercises and cardio work outs designed
to increase their physical and mental fitness. The program also covers
relevant food and nutrition advice to assist the students in making wiser
The boys attending a body building session with Christian in the school Fitness Centre.
choices when it comes to eating. The third component of the program
involves challenging the boys to confront issues such as anger, hate, love, relationships, forgiveness,
communicating and conflict resolution. There have been some open and frank discussions about these
issues and the students have contributed quite a lot of their own experiences and thoughts during these
sessions. The program has so far been intense, but a lot fun, as everybody who attends the sessions is
expected to get involved. Not even the staff get away from Christian’s tough love as the old boys have to get
down and do push ups and sit-ups along with the young guys.
Another valuable aspect of the program is the annual visit to Shalom House in Caversham, which occurred
on the 1st of June. Our students enjoyed the guidance, advice and hospitality of the staff and members of
Shalom House. Upon arrival and initial greetings, Christian introduced a number of the young guys who are
going through the Shalom rehabilitation program. These young men shared their stories of how they had
utterly destroyed their lives through drug and alcohol abuse and how they are now on the path to restoring
their lives. This was truly inspirational to our young men. What followed next was an intense and action
packed soccer match with everyone getting involved. Kurtis and Rylee showed their star quality with some
great attacking runs and fancy footwork. The day was completed with a great lunch put on by the Shalom
boys and some more talks about their lives. The youngest to get up and talk was 15 years old and it was his
first time standing in front of a group and telling his story.
Overall the Shalom partnership is proving to be a great investment in the future of our young men.

EQUUS HORSE BONDING - Sean Burke
In Term Two a number of students completed Module 2, which included
“Joining Up” with a horse. This process is a non-confrontational way
of training a horse to respond to the human as leader. It involved the
student standing in the centre of the enclosure with their trainer and
agitating the horse so that it canters around the enclosure in a ‘flight’
pattern, changing the horse’s direction a number of times. When
the trainer judges the horse is ready, the student allows the horse
to choose to adopt the student as a safe place within the enclosure,
which involves the student turning away from the animal and waiting
for the horse to approach their shoulder.

Lucy, Paige T, Crystal, Shanae, Amber and Amberley all completed
successful join-ups with different horses over the last two weeks of the
module and all described it as a very special experience. Well done to
the students and a big thanks to Dianne Huxtable and the volunteers
at Equus Bonding Institute.

Crystal with Dianne Huxtable working with the horses.

2017 TERM DATES
Term One
01 Feb 2017 – 07 Apr 2017
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Term Two
26 Apr 2017 – 30 Jun 2017

Term Three
19 Jul 2017 – 22 Sep 2017

Term Four
10 Oct 2017 – 14 Dec 2017

